
Muckraking in the 21st Century Essay Rubric 

Criteria 4 Points 3 Points 2 Points 1 Point 

Content: 
Examples of 
21st Century 
Muckraking 

Provides multiple clear, 
specific, and well-
researched examples of 
modern investigative 
journalism that expose 
societal issues 

Offers 2-3 
relevant 
examples of 
contemporary 
muckraking with 
some supporting 
details 

Provides 
limited or 
vague 
examples of 
modern 
investigative 
reporting 

Minimal or no 
substantive 
examples of 
21st-century 
muckraking 

Analysis of 
Modern 
Muckrakers 

Comprehensively 
identifies and analyzes key 
contemporary investigative 
journalists/platforms with 
deep insights into their 
methods and impact 

Identifies several 
modern 
muckrakers with 
some analysis of 
their significance 

Briefly 
mentions a 
few 
muckrakers 
with limited 
explanation 

Lacks clear 
identification or 
understanding 
of modern 
muckrakers 

Comparative 
Analysis: Past 
vs. Present 

Provides a nuanced, well-
supported comparison of 
muckraking in the early 
20th century and today, 
with clear arguments about 
changes in social impact 

Offers a basic 
comparison of 
muckraking 
across different 
time periods with 
some supporting 
evidence 

Provides a 
surface-level 
comparison 
with minimal 
depth 

Minimal or no 
comparative 
analysis 
between past 
and present 
muckraking 

Social Change 
Impact 

Presents a sophisticated, 
evidence-based argument 
about the potential for 
social change by 
contemporary (todays) 
muckrakers, considering 
technological and media 
landscape differences 

Offers a reasoned 
argument about 
social change 
potential with 
some supporting 
evidence 

Provides a 
simplistic 
discussion of 
social change 
impact 

Lacks 
substantive 
discussion of 
muckrakers' 
ability to create 
social change 

Writing 
Mechanics 

Essay is well-organized, 
uses clear and 
sophisticated language, 
follows proper 3-
paragraph structure with 
no grammatical errors 

Generally well-
written with 
minor 
grammatical or 
organizational 
issues 

Several 
grammatical 
errors or 
structural 
problems 

Significant 
writing 
mechanics 
issues that 
impede 
understanding 

 


